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Message from Julie Kenrick, Head of 

Bury Adult Learning Service..... 
I hope you all have had a good break and 

are looking forward to the Summer term. 

 
I have recently been thinking about my 
time with Bury Adult Learning Service. I 
started work as an Area Co-ordinator for Widening Participation 

in August 2000 and have seen the Service change shape over 
the years. We have faced many challenges including reductions 

in funding and changing government priorities for adult     
learning but throughout this time I can honestly say that I am 

so proud of our achievements.  

 
We have had three OFSTED Inspections and a monitoring visit 

since 2006 and have been judged a Good provider on every  
occasion with a very positive report at our last short inspection 
in November 2015. We have maintained extremely high     

success rates and you tell us that our tutors and support staff 

are excellent.  

 
However the most important thing that hits me when I read 

our learner newsletter is the amazing stories, written by our       
learners, telling us of the difference adult learning has made to 

their lives. Many of these stories are very moving and  
demonstrate how people have overcome barriers against the 
odds to improve their situation. I am honoured that we have 

played a small part and thanks to our learners for sharing their 

stories with us.  

 

Happy Learning ! 
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Enrolling at Bury Adult Learning Service could not be    

easier! 

 
You can enrol online for some of our courses.  If you 
are a new learner, you can do this straightaway by going on 

our website: www.bury.gov.uk/adultlearning 

 
If you are a returning learner, your account will need to be      
activated. This can be done by visiting the office, calling 0161 

253 5772 or via the website. 
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Survey results 

Thank you to our learners who completed the recruitment and enrolment survey and end of 

course survey last term. The information you have provided will help us to continuously improve 

our service. We have put some of your suggestions into practice to continually improve our  

service at each of our centres, look out for the posters in centres/libraries with our responses! 

Please continue to give us your feedback. 

 

Overall, 883 learners completed the recruitment and enrolment survey 

 93% of learners thought they were given enough information to help choose the 

right course 
 84% of learners thought they were given enough information about what to do   

after their course  

 95% of learners thought the staff were helpful and efficient when enrolling 
 

Overall, 819 learners completed the end of course survey 

 99% of learners thought the teaching on the course was outstanding/good 
 98% of learners said the course provided them with skills and information they 

could use right now and in new situations 

 98% of learners thought their learning outcomes were clear and understandable  
 98% of learners thought their tutor promoted mutual respect amongst learners 

from different backgrounds 

 99% of learners said they felt safe in their learning environment 

ESOL learners raise money for 

Sport Relief ! 

On Wednesday 

16 March, ESOL 
learners raised a 

fantastic £155.20 
for Sport Relief.  
 

They took part in 
quizzes, spelling 

tests, language activities, walks and a   
raffle. Different levels worked together 
and had a thoroughly enjoyable day. 

 
Thanks to everyone who participated and 

well done on a wonderful achievement! 

Bury Adult Learning Annual  

Summer Exhibition 2016 

This year the Annual Summer Exhibition 

will be held at Ramsbottom Library and 

Adult Learning Centre, Carr Street,  
Ramsbottom BL0 9AE from Saturday 18 

June until Friday 24 June. For opening and    
closing times, ring Ramsbottom Library on 

0161 253 5425. 

 
The exhibition is a celebration of learners’ 
work and achievements over the past       

academic year in all areas of our          
curriculum and will feature different work 
including photography, textiles, flowers, 

stained glass, art, dressmaking, patchwork 
and quilting, soft furnishings, pottery, 

creative writing, cake decoration and much 
more! This popular event is now in its 10th 

year, so come and have a look at the  

fantastic work produced by our learners.   

 
There will be an opportunity to buy 
some of the featured pieces of work at   

reasonable prices! 
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Positive Steps - Bury’s Community Learning Mental Health Pilot 

Positive Steps is a national pilot project researching the 

impact of undertaking a course of learning on mild to 
moderate mental health issues, such as anxiety, stress, 

low mood etc. Our partners on the project include; 
ADAB, Bury Carers, Creative Living Centre and Healthy 

Minds. 

 

We understand that starting a new course can feel 

daunting, especially if you have a mental health condition, but so many learners 
tell us about the benefits of taking part; meeting new people and making new 

friends, increased self-confidence, having a reason to get up, as well as learning 
a new skill or developing an interest. 

 

Margaret attended the first session of our Get to Know Your Tablet and Apps for 
Wellbeing course. She only came to have a look, she was not staying, she said. 

She did stay and really enjoyed the course. She sent an email to her brother in 
Australia, something she had never done before. Her face lit up when she 

checked her emails in class the following week and opened the first email she 
had ever received from her brother – it included an attachment of a photo.    

Margaret told her tutor that she also found she was sleeping much better after 
she had been to class.  

 

If you are experiencing a mild to moderate mental health condition and would 

like to find out more information about the project or what courses are available 

please contact Sue Scott at Bury Adult Learning Service on 0161 253 6830 or 

email s.scott@bury.gov.uk 

Information, advice and guidance is offered to all our learners through our Student   

Services section.   

 
If you would like help with moving on to another of our courses; courses offered by 
other providers; or information on careers, please contact Sue Scott on 0161 253 7501 

or student.services@bury.gov.uk. We can also refer learners to National Careers 

Service for more in-depth guidance. 

 

Information and Advice 

mailto:s.scott@bury.gov.uk
mailto:student.services@bury.gov.uk
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Writer and translator visits Creative Writing class 

When a young patient told Dr Ernst Israel Bornstein that she believed reports of the 

holocaust were simply anti-German propaganda spread during the years following 
World War Two, Dr Bornstein knew that the memories in his head would simply have to 

be published. As a seventeen year old boy in Poland, Ernst Bornstein had been captured 
by the Nazis and sent to what would be the first of seven concentration camps over a 
duration of four years. Incredibly, despite four years of starvation and brutal conditions, 

including the notorious death marches from camp to camp, Ernst Bornstein survived. 

 
After the war he became a dentist and then a doctor, remaining in Germany to help 
other concentration camp survivors and also German families left impoverished by the 

war. It was the conversation with his young patient that led to the publishing in 

Germany in 1967 of his harrowing memoir, Der Lange Nacht (The Long Night).   

 
Earlier this year, Dr Bornstein’s daughter, Dr Noemie Bornstein Lopian, lovingly     

translated her father’s book as part of her work in raising awareness of the dangers of 
xenophobia, anti-semitism and all types of oppression, a cause she is deeply committed 
to in honour of her father’s memory. The book has now been published in English by 

Toby Press and Dr Lopian speaks at numerous events, presenting readings from the 
book. The Creative Writing class at Whitefield Library was recently honoured by a visit 

from Dr Lopian, who spoke to the group about her father’s work in compiling the  
memoir and her own work in translating it. She discussed with the class the challenges 

of translating a book from one language to another, when so much can be lost in  
translation. She spoke of how much it helped to “hear” her father’s voice in her head 

and remember his turns of phrase and beautiful use of metaphors in his speech as well 

as in his writing. Dr Lopian’s message regarding the power of the written word in  

challenging injustice and oppression, was a powerful one.  Her references to her  
father’s text were at once harrowing and uplifting, and ultimately inspirational. We felt 

humbled and privileged to hear Dr Lopian speak. 

 

A copy of Dr Bornstein’s book, The Long Night is available to loan from any of the Bury 

Libraries or can be purchased from any book store or online at Amazon.com. Although 

its content makes uncomfortable reading, it is not in any way gratuitous in its           

description of the brutal regimes Ernst Bornstein endured. Rather, it has a measured 

style that captures a shameful event in humankind’s history whilst celebrating the 

beauty that exists in the small acts of kindness that can mean the difference between 

life and death. 

Jill Quigley                                                                                                                

Creative Writing Tutor 
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Learner stories 

My journey into re-entering education as a mature student began with my enrolment 

for GCSE English and GCSE Maths. Almost 20 years after leaving school at the age of 15 
with no qualifications, I was now ready to take the leap back into education in order to 

work towards my goal of being a social worker. The thought of sitting in a classroom, 
however, was a little daunting especially when combined with assessments, homework 
and the exams that take place towards the end of the course, however I needn't have 

worried. This has turned out to be a very enjoyable and positive experience which I will 

always be grateful to Bury Adult Learning Service for! 

 
Firstly, I have learned many new skills in both subjects which are transferable to       

everyday life. Take English for example, I am now efficient at writing formal letters,   
understanding the importance of using the correct use of Standard English. I have a 

better understanding of using punctuation and interesting vocabulary, both for        
everyday writing and also for effect and I have discovered a new passion for creative 
writing. With the help and support of a fantastic teacher I now have the confidence to 

perhaps pursue creative writing as a hobby...who knows maybe one day I'll even write 

a book and have it published!! 

 

Secondly, I have realised from my experiences with Bury Adult Learning Service how 
important it is to work hard in order to realise your dreams and succeed in your life. If 
only I had learned this valuable lesson 20 years ago! It does prove, however, that it's 

never too late to pick yourself back up and start again. My son is 13 years old and I  
sincerely hope that I have instilled in him the importance of gaining a good education in 

order to help him achieve what he wants out of life. Even better, I can now help with 
his homework, something I would have struggled with before enrolling at Bury Adult 

Learning Centre! 

 

Lastly, I have grown so much in confidence since enrolling at Bury Adult Learning  
Centre, both in my academic abilities and in myself. I have made new friendships, met 
a wide variety of people from all different walks of life and experienced a group bonding 

within the classroom which made the experience all the more fun. Everyone has been 
so friendly and helpful along the way that I will be sad 

when the courses finish! 

 
Overall I feel very positive and excited for the future 
and I have Bury Adult Learning Service to thank for 

that.  

 
My advice to anyone considering the idea of enrolling 
would be to just go for it! You have nothing to lose but 

everything to gain! 

Thank you to everybody who has contributed to the newsletter and a big thank 

you to Alison and Deborah for sharing their story and experience at Bury Adult 
Learning Service. If you would like to share your story in future newsletters, 

please email Giovanna at g.kerwin@bury.gov.uk. Read on and be inspired! 

 

Giovanna Kerwin, Quality and Marketing Officer 

Alison’s Story....... 
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Deborah’s story....... 

Hello, my name is Deborah Murphy and I just want to tell you a 

little of my experience of studying at the Bury Adult Learning 

Centre. 

 
I was born and grew up here in Bury. I was always very        

academic and I enjoyed my school days and loved nothing more 
than pay day when I would head off to Waterstones for the latest 

novel. My idea of heaven was a good read and an endless supply 

of Cadbury’s choc! 

I eventually was employed for the Church doing outreach work in 
the Republic of Ireland with various groups in society but          

especially with teenagers. I found this work incredibly            
challenging (as anyone who has worked with teenagers knows) 
but also deeply fulfilling and I never doubted for a moment that I 

would continue in this area of work for the rest of my life.      
However, much to my sorrow this was not to be. In December 

2014 I had a mental breakdown and 2015 turned into a sudden nightmare. From     
someone who would devour about two novels a week I found myself unable to read or 
concentrate on simple tasks. Last summer I lost my job, my home, my confidence and I 

still saw no end in my mental condition. 

So after eighteen years away I returned to Bury. I would go to Radcliffe Library     
sometimes. I could not actually read any of the books there but I found it a peaceful 
place to pass the time. Bury Adult Learning Service put on some courses at the library 

and I joined an art group. So for two hours every Monday morning I would go to the 
library and splash some paint on a blank canvas and hope for the best. At the start of 

the course I was not able to hold a long conversation, but I never felt unwelcome or   
uncomfortable.  We were a wonderful mix of women and men from very different     
backgrounds. As time went by I grew in confidence and even found myself laughing at 

the humorous conversation. 

I looked at the other courses on offer at Bury Adult Learning Service and I wanted to 
enrol for a number of them but I eventually signed up for Maths (Level 1) and English 

(Level 2).   

Over Christmas I again returned to hospital and when I left I again felt very depressed 

and lacking in motivation. However, I cannot put into words how much studying at Bury 
Adult Learning Service is aiding my recovery. Sometimes I still find it difficult to       
concentrate but everyone in the class have different abilities and I have never been 

made to feel uncomfortable or not clever enough to take part in the courses. I find the 

tutors incredibly willing to help me whenever I ask.  

Bury Adult Learning Centre is a well equipped building and for anyone who wants to 
grow in knowledge, from holiday Spanish to cake decorating; IT skills to sewing classes, 

then I would encourage you to contact the centre and make enquiries. I could never 
have imagined six months ago that I would again be studying and reading books, but I 
am and if I can so can you. My last word must go to the incredibly friendly and helpful 

staff who work in the reception area…if you come to Bury Adult Learning Centre then I 

can guarantee you a welcome and a smile.  So I look forward to meeting you….. 


