
Bury Adult Learning Service 
Learner News Update, Summer Term 2015 

Welcome to our final edition of the learner newsletter for this academic year.  

 
Firstly, a big “thank you” to all our learners for your continued support and hard work 
throughout another successful year.  Hope you have enjoyed your class, have been inspired 

and have learnt skills to help you in your future career. 

 
We are very grateful for all your comments this year – even the complaints – because they 
enable us to look at what we do and find ways of improving.  Learner surveys are essential 

to this process, so thanks very much to all of you for your responses.  

 
I have had the pleasure of reading some fabulous learner success stories this year and have 
had a ‘sneak’ preview of the learners’ work which will be exhibited at the annual exhibition 
at Ramsbottom Library. The work demonstrates the wonderful artistic and creative skills of 

our learners, ably supported by a team of fantastic tutors.   

 
Our new course guide for 2015/16 will be available to download on our website towards the 
end of July at www.bury.gov.uk/adultlearning and available at Bury Adult Learning Centre, 

local libraries and community venues. 

 

Have a good summer! 

 
 

Julie Kenrick—Head of Service, Bury Adult Learning  

Service, Department for Communities and Wellbeing 

On Friday 22 May 2015, the Mayor of Bury visited Bury Adult 

Learning Centre to present certificates of attendance to six learners 

from the  Community Living class. The learners had taken part in a 

work experience scheme with Village Green Co-op in Prestwich. 

 

Many of these adults had never experienced the world of work and 

were delighted to deliver a presentation regarding the numerous 

skills they had developed whilst displaying a slide show of their 

working day to an audience of learners including the Mayor, the Mayor’s Consort and Julie Kenrick, 

Head of Service.  

 

The Mayor said ’ The Consort and I were very pleased to attend the Presentation of Certificates Event 

and would like to thank you and all concerned, most sincerely, for the warm welcome we received 

and for your kind hospitality.  It was lovely to meet the learners and I was delighted to present the 

certificates for the tremendous achievements they have made.   Thank you, once again, for inviting 

us to join you.’  

Well done Community Living class! 
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Bury Football Club was the venue for an award ceremony  

recently which celebrated adult learning.   

 
Learners who have studied courses with Bury Adult Learning 
Service were presented with their certificates by Councillor 

Mike Connolly, Leader of the Council.  

 
The Learners were representative of the many different 
courses provided through Bury Adult Learning Service and 

had been specifically nominated by their tutors in recognition 

of the level and progression of study and achievements in their various subject areas.  

 
Sushma Joshi was the overall Learner of the Year, in recognition of her high achievement 

and dedication on a number of courses. 

 
Certificates were also presented to volunteers who give up their time freely to help other 
learners.  The certificates were presented by Mr Mike Owen, Interim Chief Executive of 

Bury Council, in recognition of the invaluable contribution that volunteers make to Bury 
Adult Learning Service. This was followed by live music, a buffet and prize draw and the 

whole evening was a great success! 

 

 

 

Learner of the Year Event 2015 

Learner of the Year  

winner!    

Sushma Joshi  
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One cold day in October 2014, one of us – we can’t remember who – had a good idea!  At 

the end of the academic year, let’s publish an anthology of the students’ work!  We agreed 
this would be a very good idea indeed and began collecting pieces from our writers who 

were attending Creative Writing classes at Whitefield and Ramsbottom Libraries & Adult 
Learning Centres.  Slowly, the wonderful stories, poems and monologues began to build 
up as these outstanding writers began their creative flow.  Momentum gathered as their 

enthusiasm and creative risk-taking built.  People began to write outside of their ‘comfort 

zones’, pushing their own boundaries and trying new styles and techniques. 

 
One warm day in May, three of us – it doesn’t matter who – sat down and began the heart

-wrenching task of deciding which pieces should be included in the anthology.  There were 
far too many to include every piece – all of them excellent in their own way.  We wanted 

to show the breadth of creative abilities, from beginners to more experienced writers; the 
richness of experience that each writer was bringing to their work; the different styles of 

writing that we have studied on the course ……. 
 
Finally, choices were made and the result is a wonderful anthology that truly celebrates 
the talents of our writers and their everlasting affection for the written word.   

 
The anthology weaves fascinating stories through narrative, poetry, monologues and  

dialogue.  It is a credit to the very talented writers of Bury Adult Learning Service. 

 

One hot day in summer – it doesn’t matter which – why not open a copy and see for  

yourself what these writers have achieved? 

 

Jill Quigley and Jane Breslin (tutors) 

Barbara Harvey, Curriculum Quality Leader 

Anthology of Creative Writing Students’ Work 

This year the Annual Visual Art and Creative Writing Exhibition will be held at  

Ramsbottom Library and Adult Learning Centre, Carr Street, Ramsbottom BL0 9AE on  
Saturday 20 June from 11.00am—1.00pm. The exhibition is a celebration of learners’ work 

over the past academic year in all areas of our visual arts curriculum. 

 

There will be examples of Photography, Textiles, Flowers, Stained Glass, Art,  

Dressmaking, Patchwork and Quilting, Soft furnishings, Pottery and Creative Writing.  

 

There will be an opportunity to buy some of the featured pieces of work at  

reasonable prices.  

Annual Visual Art and Creative Writing Exhibition 
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I would like to thank Bury Adult Learning Service so much for all their support from  

September 2014-May 2015 when I passed my maths exam (level 1 Functional skills).   

After reading last month’s learner newsletter, I was inspired to write my own article to  
describe my experience as an adult learner.  In particular, the article with the lady who 

was a Brighter Futures learner herself, became a volunteer, then was offered a job!   

 
I have really enjoyed the maths class, it has been 25 years since I left school (I got a 

grade E in GCSE maths) and I have never had much confidence in the subject.  I felt  
nervous when I started the course as I wasn’t sure if I would pass, as it has been so long 

since I studied it.  My 7 year old daughter was bringing home maths homework and I  

realised I wanted to be confident and help her.   

 
I liked the course as it was 3 hours, once a week, we got breaks (which I wasn’t used to, 
having a 3 year old at home) and I made friends.   We did maths quizzes on the laptops, I 
enjoyed it and I realised I was not the only one who struggled with some topics.  This 

made me feel more confident as I was not alone!  Our tutors talked it through with us all 
and gave us different ways of doing it, which made it easier.  My memory came back from 

my school days and I learnt new (and easier!) ways of doing maths.  It was great as I had 
an update, as well as feeling proud of myself for the first time in years as I could do some 
of the tricky maths! I came home and told my 7 year old that I was starting to enjoy 

maths and she asked me if it was difficult. I told her, some things are tricky, but practice 
makes perfect and the tutors are there to help me and I found it easy as time went by.  

We need maths in all jobs and I would recommend to anyone who has had time off work 

(for any reason) or if you have children (or both, like me!) to do a course to update  
yourself, increase confidence and it looks good on your CV too.  Quite a few things in 

maths have changed in 25 years since I was at school (don’t let this put you off, its mainly 

the names of things that have changed!) 

 
During the course, I have met very positive learners who have worked hard to get their 

qualification.  I have also had some health issues, that made it difficult for me to come to 
every class.  But the staff were amazing, my maths tutor Rachel Shipley, Erica who was a 
learner and Ann Kirkpatrick. The receptionists at the centre have been great, they often 

ask me how my 2 little girls are and they are so kind and understanding if I have had to 

cancel a class as one of them (or both!) have been poorly. 

 
I recommend maths and English courses at Bury Adult Learning Service to all my friends   

and that the courses are free!  I have since started my English class and 
hope to do the exam in July.  I’m now looking forward to starting level 2 

in maths in September and I have also now started some voluntary work 

as a learning support worker for learners with additional learning needs. 

 

I am also planning to volunteer as a support worker for learners with  

additional needs from next term and looking forward to working in 

learning support in the long term.   

 
Thank you for helping me move  forward with my life again, I am very 

grateful. 

 

Mrs Nena Pickstone (stay at home mum) 

 

Learner success story...... 


