
Bury Adult Learning  
Service 
 

New - Specialist Courses 
Summer 2016 

Be Engaged ....... Be Inspired ....... Be Creative 



  COURSES         page 

 
  ART & CRAFTS 
 
  Fabric, Print and Stitch     2 

 

  Print Making       3 

 

  Photography       4 

 

  Painting Portraits Using Oils     5 

 

 
   
  LANGUAGES AND CULTURE 
 
  Exploration of the Spanish Language and   6 

  Culture across the World 

 

 
 

  WRITING 
 
  Meet the Authors      7 

Bury Adult Learning Service—Specialist Summer Courses 2016 

Be Engaged ...................................... Be Inspired ....................................... Be Creative 



Bury Adult Learning Service—Specialist Summer Courses 2016                                                         1 

Be Engaged ...................................... Be Inspired ....................................... Be Creative 

Welcome to Bury Adult Learning Service 
 

This summer, Bury Adult Learning Service is launching a new venture  

including a wide range of high quality specialist art, craft and special  

interest courses to inspire you to learning something new and further  

develop your skills. 

 

On Friday 8 July, you can enjoy a whole day of fabric printing in a  

dedicated textile room at Bury Adult Learning Centre. It is situated in the 

heart of Bury, facing the Town Hall and the Metro/Bus station. This links 

Bury with all the surrounding towns and the City of Manchester. 

 

On Saturday 16 July you can choose from a variety of subjects, including 

portrait painting, photography and dry point printing at Ramsbottom  

Library and Adult Learning Centre. Experienced tutors in these crafts will 

join two authors and a Spanish language specialist in a festival of  

creativity designed to offer opportunities to try something different, make 

new friends and unlock the creativity that is inside all of us.  

 

The Library and Adult Learning Centre is in the middle of Ramsbottom, 

with its market square, civic hall, Parish Church and its famous steam 

railway station, all within easy reach. The library has been  

sympathetically rebuilt to match its surroundings in this charming mill 

town on the outskirts of Bury. The building is light and airy, offering  

particularly spacious working areas to enhance your experience. If you 

have a passion for creative arts, this is great opportunity to acquire skills 

and expert tuition in some crafts which are not these days readily  

available. 

 

So come along....a creative and stimulating environment awaits 

you at Bury Adult Learning Service! 
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Fabric, Print and Stitch 
 
Tutor: Jean Butler 
 
Date: Friday 8

 
July 2016 

 
Time: 9.30am – 12.00noon   1.00pm - 3.30pm 
 
Venue: Bury Adult Learning Centre 
 
Fee: £75.00 including light lunch and refreshments 
 

What’s included: 

Experiment on small pieces of natural fabric - pre-dyed by the tutor,  

discharging (removing) and changing colours. Fabrics will be overprinted 

and patterned using stencils, stamps, blocks and brushes. Some stencils 

and materials will be provided by the tutor on a theme of 'Summer 

Riches', ie flowers, leaves, lush foliage, etc. Learners are welcome to 

bring or create their own stencils. These fabrics can then be layered and 

further enhanced using machine and/or hand stitch, to create an exciting  

collection of samples or a collaged larger piece. 

 

Jean Butler 

Originally I studied printed textile design and taught art, design and 

printmaking in secondary schools for many years. Later, City and Guilds 

Embroidery enabled me to develop my love of textiles and stitch. My own 

work explores texture, colour and surfaces and I seek to combine these 

using drawing, print, machine embroidery and simple hand stitch. I like 

to use historical sources such as lace or mosaic fragments and to draw 

from the natural world creating patterns and textures. I have worked for 

Bury Adult Learning Service since 2001 and in my classes I encourage 

learners to look again at this most traditional of subjects, using  

contemporary media and materials, including computers. If you would 

like to experiment with dyes, felt making, threads, stitch and so much 

more, this visually exciting subject could be for you. 
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Creative Opportunities of  
Dry Point Printing 
 
Tutor:  Alan Birch 
 
Date: Saturday 16 July 2016 
 
Time: 10.00am – 4.00pm 
 
Venue: Ramsbottom Library & Adult Learning Centre 
 
Fee: £75 including materials, light lunch and refreshments 
 

What’s included: 

The workshop will explore the creative opportunities of dry point printing, 

using soft card plates which will be used to engrave lines and marks. Alan 

will bring in a host of images on the theme of landscape, some found in 

museum collections in the North West. He will introduce participants to 

his own work and will demonstrate the expressive potential of  

printmaking.  Using specialist water based inks provided, participants will 

produce a series of proofs as they work up to the final printed images. 

Collage will also be introduce at later stages to bring colour into the 

prints. Everyone will enjoy this friendly and informative day. 

 

Alan Birch  

Alan Birch is an artist working out of Prospect Studio in Waterfoot. The 

studio, home to artists Jill Randall and Liam Spencer, was established 

twelve years ago and Alan runs regular weekend printing classes.  He has 

shown at various museums and galleries in Europe and the UK including 

the Whitworth, Touchstones and Stockport. He has shown his recent work 

Latter-Day Saints at The John Ryland’s Library in Manchester.  He is the 

print specialist at The Whitworth Art Gallery and has worked at Tate  

Liverpool, The Harris, Bury and Haworth Art Galleries. 

website www.alanbirch.co.uk 

 

What will you need to bring: 

Protective clothing – old shirt. 
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Photography Seminar 
 
Tutor:  Dan Parker 
 
Date: Saturday 16 July 2016 
 
Time: 9.45am – 3.30pm 
 
Venue: Ramsbottom Library & Adult Learning Centre 
 
Fee: £75 including light lunch and refreshments 
 

What’s included: 

The day will begin with an explanation of those scary switches and dials 

on your camera in order to give you the confidence to take control and 

understand what happens in the camera when you squeeze the trigger. 

After a short tea break the rules of composition will be discussed on how 

to frame a good image through the viewfinder of your camera as well as 

the best use of available light. After a light lunch, if the weather is not too 

adverse, a practical application of the morning’s theory will take place 

outdoors.  

 

Dan Parker  

Professional photographer of 20 years, Daniel Parker will help boost your 

confidence as you become more familiar with the controls of your camera 

to take well composed, artistic photographs as well as showing you how 

to avoid making common mistakes.  

Whether you simply want to take better holiday photographs, take more 

artistic images for your own enjoyment or have designs to become a  

budding master photographer, this course is an ideal starting point. 

 

What will you need to bring: 

Depending on the weather you may well need to bring protective clothing 

when venturing out in the afternoon. 
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Portrait Painting using Oil Paints 
 
Tutor:  Carol Sandiford 
 
Date: Saturday 16 July 2016 
 
Time: 10.00am - 12noon and 1.00pm - 3.00pm 
 
Venue: Ramsbottom Library & Adult Learning Centre 
 
Fee: £80 including model fee, light lunch and refreshments included 
 

What’s included: 

Beginners and those of all levels of experience are welcome with a  

professional model, clothed and posed in everyday, familiar settings. 

 

Demonstrations and studies in proportion, tone and colour will support 

individual tuition. 

 

The morning session will involve working in acrylics using mono painting. 

The afternoon will be developing the initial painting studies using oil 

paints. Everyone will enjoy this friendly and informative day. 

 

Carol Sandiford  

Carol Sandiford is a professional artist and tutor having trained at  

Manchester School of Art gaining a BA (hons) and PGCE. Carol has been 

teaching as an Adult Learning tutor for 20 years and brings a wealth of 

knowledge and experience to her teaching.  Carol is busy with her  

private portrait commissions. She regularly exhibits across the country 

but in particular in her favourite place – Greece. 

 

What will you need to bring: 

Protective clothing – old shirt 

All materials included, but if you have a favourite paint brush or you wish 

to bring your own acrylics/oil paints please feel free to bring them along. 
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An Introduction to the Culture and Language 
of the Spanish Speaking Countries 
 
Tutor:  Maria Ferrero 
 
Date: Saturday 16 July 2016 
 
Time: 10.00am – 12.30pm,  1.00pm – 3.30pm 
 
Venue: Ramsbottom Library & Adult Learning Centre 
 
Fee: £75 including light lunch and refreshments 
 
All potential learners should have studied Spanish for at least 2 

years and be willing to participate in a variety of group activities.  

Anyone unsure as to whether they are suitable for this course 

should email Maria on m.ferrero@buryacl.ac.uk or phone her on 

07880960167. 

 

Course Content: 

On this one day course you will be introduced to the culture and language 

of Spain and the Spanish speaking world. 

Topics include: 

Spain: Its regions, festivities, traditions, foods and famous people. 

The Spanish speaking world: Countries where Spanish is spoken. 

Latin America, its culture and famous people. 

To attend this course you should have completed a minimum of 2 years 

of Spanish and be willing to participate in a variety of group activities. 

 

Maria Ferrero 

Maria was born in the province of Leon, northern Spain. She studied  

Magisterio (Spanish and English speciality) and Filologia Inglesa and 

came to England in the 90s.  Maria is a qualified tutor and has taught in 

secondary schools and adult education centres.  She has also worked for 

a large corporation dealing with its European side of the business.   

At present Maria teaches in adult education and loves it.  She is very  

interested in anything concerning languages, linguistics and the Spanish 

speaking culture. 

 

What will you need to bring: 

Pen and paper. 
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Authors’ Master Class 
 
Date: Saturday 16 July 2016 
 
Time:  10.00am – 12.30pm  James Silvester 

 1.00pm - 3.30pm  Michael Knaggs 

Venue: Ramsbottom Library & Adult Learning Centre 
 
Fee: £75 for the day, including light lunch and refreshments 
 

Course Content: 

Two local authors, James Silvester and Michael Knaggs, will share their 

experiences and inspirations.  Topics covered will include their journey 

to becoming a published author, where they get their ideas from,  

structuring a book, what makes a compelling character and how do 

they develop the characters. You will also discover how to hook the 

reader from the first page and the secrets of good story telling.  There 

will also be the opportunity for a Q&A session with each of the authors. 

 

James Silvester 

James is an HR professional and former Mod DJ for 

internet radio, with a neglected talent for the  

harmonica. He first began writing during his University 

days, re-discovering his passion for storytelling after 

delving into the rich history of Eastern Europe. First 

and foremost he is a proud Dad of two wonderful kids 

and is likely an infuriating husband. When not writing, 

James is happiest not acting his age with his children. 

 

Michael Knaggs 

Michael was born in Hull in 1944. He moved to 

Thurso, Caithness in 1966 to work at Dounreay 

Atomic Power Station and relocated to Salford in 

1968 to complete a degree in chemistry. From 1970 

up to his retirement in 2005, Michael was employed 

by the Kellogg company, latterly as HR director. He 

lives in Prestwich, Manchester. 

 

What will you need to bring: 

Pen and paper 



General Information 
 

Where can I get more information? 

We hope you will find all the information you need in this booklet, but if 

you have any further queries please contact our main reception on 0161 

253 5772 or visit our website www.bury.gov.uk/adultlearning 

 

How do I make a booking? 

You can ring 0161 253 5772 and pay by debit or credit card. 

 

 You can book online at  www.bury.gov.uk/adultlearning. Click on  

 enrol on a course and follow the instructions. 

 

 You can pay in person with a cheque, credit or debit card at any of 

the following centres: Bury Adult Learning Centre, Prestwich Library 

and Adult Learning Centre, Ramsbottom Library and Adult Learning 

Centre and Whitefield Library and Adult Learning Centre. 

 

We would encourage you to book early to make sure of your place.  We 

review courses before their start date and will need to postpone or  

cancel courses with low enrolments. 

 

What is included in the cost of my course? 

 Fees quoted are per person. 

 

 The course fee includes tuition, resources, a light lunch and  

 refreshments, ie tea, coffee and water. 

 

 Any equipment needed is listed on the relevant course page. 

 

Payment 

The full fee is payable at the time of booking. 

 

Refunds 

Bury Adult Learning Service will refund all fees paid when: 

 We cancel the course. 

 

 We change the course to a different time or place from that originally 

advertised and it is no longer convenient for you to attend. 
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We will refund course fees only when: 

 A learner requests a refund at least 2 weeks before the beginning  

 of the course. 

 

 A learner requests a refund less than 2 weeks before the beginning 

 of the course due to illness or hospitalisation – evidence of this will 

 be required. 

 

We will not refund any fees when: 

  A learner changes his/her mind about the course or the venue is no 

 longer convenient. 

 

For more information on our Refund Policy, please visit our website at 

www.bury.gov.uk/adultlearning 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Bury Adult Learning Service reserve the right to change the venue of 

course, withdraw or close any class at their discretion. All prices and fees 

correct at time of going to press. Errors and omissions excepted. 

 

Thank you to all those who supplied photographs for this booklet. 
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Ramsbottom Library &  
Adult Learning Centre 

Make someone’s day 
Give them gift vouchers for  

Bury Adult Learning Service courses.  

For more information, ring 0161 253 5772 

Bury Adult Learning Centre 




