LGBT+ History Month 2021
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT+) History Month
takes place every year in February in the UK. It celebrates the lives
and achievements of the LGBT community, to gain greater
awareness and understanding of the differences and commonalities
shared amongst families, friends, colleagues and neighbours.
The theme this year is ’Body, Mind and Spirit’.
Happy LGBT+ History Month from Bury Adult Learning Service!

Bury Pride 2021
Unfortunately Bury Pride in its normal form won’t
be going ahead in April, but the celebrations will
continue!
The Bury Pride team have been working with The Met, Bury to
arrange several events to include LGBT+ artists. Depending on
restrictions, there will be a mixture of online content and within the
Met itself. Hopefully this collaboration will continue into the following
year to allow to add even more events to Bury Pride when we can
get back to normal.
Also, the team are hoping the East Lancashire Rainbow Train will return later this year. East Lancashire
Railway have a high quality of safety measures already in place to allow events to continue, so the Rainbow
Train should be able to run. Although the date hasn’t been confirmed, the information will be advertised as
soon as possible.

GM Pride Network:
The Bury Pride team are pleased to announce that Bury Pride is also one of the founding members of the
Greater Manchester Pride Network. With the leadership and support of the former Mayor of Manchester and
the LGBT+ advisor to Greater Manchester Mayor Andy Burnham, Carl Austin-Behan, the Bury Pride team
have met twice in the past 3 months (via Zoom) to share best practice and share resources, to allow the
Greater Manchester Prides to be organised by the LGBT+ community for the LGBT+ community.
The Pride’s who are involved include, Bolton, Rochdale, Oldham, Wigan, Stockport, Levelshulme, Salford,
Trafford and Bury.

Nikki Naylor, who is the Curriculum Quality Leader for Foundation Learning at Bury Adult
Learning Service, will be doing a lunchtime talk for all Bury Council employees to raise
awareness of her ‘lived experience’ of coming out as gay in her early 30s as a single
mother on Tuesday 9 March from 12.00noon-1.00pm.
Tickets for this will be available via Eventbrite and the platform will be Microsoft Teams.
It is hoped that there will be a variety of these talks to promote relationships between those
of a protected characteristic and those who do not, to eliminate discrimination and promote
equality of opportunity within Bury Council.
So come along to gain a true awareness of living with one or more protected characteristics.
If you are a learner at Bury Adult Learning Service and would like to watch a recording of Nikki’s
talk, please call Nikki on 0161 253 7287.
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The following people represent the LGBT+ History Month theme of Body, Mind and Spirit…..
Lily Parr was born in 1905 in St Helen’s, Lancashire. She was the fourth of seven
children and learned to play both football and rugby from her older brothers. As a
child she rejected traditional girls’ pursuits, such as cooking and sewing and
focused on sport.
Lily’s football career began in 1919, at 14 years of age when she signed for St
Helen’s Ladies. In her second match, when her team played against Dick, Kerr’s
Ladies, a factory team from Preston, she impressed the manager Alfred Frankland
so much, he invited her to join his squad. As part of her signing, she was offered
a job at the factory.
Lily also played international football and completed tours of France and the US,
where she was hailed as “the most brilliant female player in the world” in the press.
Despite the FA banning women’s teams from playing on affiliated pitches until 1969, Lily carried on playing
football for 32 years, from 1951 at Preston Ladies, scoring over 980 goals throughout her career.
Lily eventually stopped working in the Dick, Kerr & Co. factory and trained as a nurse, working at
Whittingham Hospital. Whilst working at the hospital, Lily met her partner Mary, and together they bought a
house in Preston. Although it was socially unacceptable to be a lesbian at the time and many lesbian couples
went to great lengths to conceal their relationships, Lily and Mary refused to hide.
Lily is therefore celebrated as an LGBT+ icon as well as a footballing one. Lily died in 1978 and is buried in
St Helens. She was the first woman to feature in the National Football Museum’s Hall of Fame in 2002 and in
2019 a life-size statue of her was erected outside the museum.

Mark Weston, born Mary Louise Edith Weston, on 30 March 1905, nicknamed "the Devonshire Wonder”, was one of the best British field athletes
of the 1920s.
He was a national champion in the women's javelin throw and discus
throw in 1929 and won the women's shot put title in 1925, 1928 and 1929.
At the 1926 Women's World Games he finished sixth in the two-handed
shot put, where the final result was a sum of two best throws with the right
hand and with the left hand.
Mark was born with disorder of sex development (DSD) and was assigned as female at birth and raised as a
girl. He, however, suspected that something was different. As Mark had grown older his voice had deepened
and he had started to need to shave.
Much later, having become a national celebrity, he told some of the story to the press: “I always imagined I
was a girl until 1928. Then, competing in the world championships at Prague Czechoslovakia, I began to
realise that I was not normal and had no right to compete as a woman. But I only had the courage to see a
doctor this year”. In April and May 1936, Mark underwent a series of corrective surgeries at the Charing
Cross Hospital.
After surgery, he changed his first name to Mark and retired from competitions. In July 1936, he married
Alberta Matilda Bray, (pictured above).
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Marguerite ‘Maya’ Angelou was born in St Louis, Missouri, the child of a doorman
and a nurse. After her parent’s marriage broke down, she was taken to live with her
grandmother. Later, aged eight, her father sent her to her mother, whose boyfriend
abused her, and was murdered soon after. Shock made her mute for almost five
years, but she developed a prolific memory and love of literature.
Sent back to her grandmother, it was a teacher who coaxed her to find her voice
again. Maya’s varied life is a perfect example of how a person can overcome
personal and institutional adversity to discover their skills and succeed in life. The
author of over thirty books and recipient of over fifty honorary degrees, she had
many careers before becoming a writer, all before the age of 40.
She is best known for her 1969 memoir, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, the first
non-fiction bestseller by an African-American woman. Maya achieved many firsts;
the first black female cable car conductor, Hollywood’s first female black director,
and the first black woman to read her own poetry at a presidential inauguration - Bill Clinton’s in 1993.
Americans watched enthralled as she recited “On the Pulse of Morning,” which begins “A Rock, a River, a
Tree” and calls for peace, racial and religious harmony, and social justice for people of different origins,
incomes, genders, and sexual orientations. It won a Grammy.
Maya has dealt with and challenged both racism and homophobia. Her work has inspired so many writers
and celebrities including Oprah Winfrey and President Barack Obama, who presented her with the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian Honour in the U.S. in 2011.

Mark Ashton, born 19 May 1960, was a British gay rights activist He was born
in Oldham, and moved to Portrush, County Antrim, Northern Ireland, where he grew
up. He studied at the former Northern Ireland Hotel and Catering College in Portrush,
before moving to London in 1978.
In 1982 he spent three months in Bangladesh visiting his parents, where his father was
working for the textile machinery industry. The experience of his journey had a
profound effect on him. Around this time too, alarming stories were coming over from
New York and San Francisco about a new illness which he heard about from within the
gay scene, months before it became acknowledged by the media. Upon his return from
Bangladesh, he volunteered with the London Lesbian and Gay Switchboard, a 24/7
support service for LGBT+ people.
In 1983 he featured in a Lesbian and Gay Youth Video Project film that won
the Grierson Award 1984 for Best Documentary.
He formed, with his friend Mike Jackson, the Lesbians and Gays Support the Miners (LGSM) support group
after the two men collected donations for the miners on strike at the 1984 Lesbian and Gay Pride march in
London.
Diagnosed with HIV/AIDS, Mark was admitted to Guy's Hospital on 30 January 1987 and died 12 days later
of pneumonia. His death prompted a significant response from the gay community, particularly in
publication and attendance at his funeral at Lambeth Cemetery.

The upcoming 2021 Censuses in England, Wales and Northern Ireland will for the first time include two new
voluntary questions on sexual orientation and trans status. The inclusion of these questions represents a
rare and valuable opportunity for communities to be recognised and to ensure that data is available to
support the sustainability of the LGBT+ sector.
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TOWARDS MEMORIAL exhibition at Bury Art Museum
by YUEN FONG LING
In a period of political and social uncertainty, how can what you wear help to express your beliefs
and what you stand for? TOWARDS MEMORIAL is an art project that explores this question by
remaking a pair of sandals designed and made by the socialist writer, poet and activist Edward
Carpenter (1844-1929).
During his lifetime, Carpenter sought to improve the living and working conditions of the working class,
including a greater awareness of, and openness to, our physical and spiritual relationship with others and the
natural environment. Carpenter also supported equal rights for women, and championed new ways of
defining homosexual/queer relationships and identities at a time when homosexuality was illegal, whilst living
openly with his life-long partner George Merrill in Millthorpe, Sheffield.
The exhibition at the Bury Art Museum, will contain “Towards Memorial” (2019) a film in three chapters
documenting the making, gifting and wearing of the Carpenter sandals, made in collaboration with Picture
Story Productions. “SELF 1892” (2019) a graphic brand and visual concept developed with designer Jon
Cannon based on the remnants of the sandal’s prototype paper patterns, including product images by
photographer Mark Howe, shot around the city centre of Sheffield.
“My Days with Edward Carpenter” (2018-ongoing) is a series of Edward Carpenter and related gay
postcards (suggesting a visual evolution of political protest) worn by the artist and his boyfriend in their
shoes throughout 2018/19. The exhibition will run from 16 October 2021 – 22 January 2022
About the Artist:
Yuen Fong Ling is an artist, researcher and lecturer based in Sheffield. His practice explores issues of
intersectional identities, historical omission, non-permanent forms of public memorial and socially engaged
art practice, as the artist, model and curator. Graduating from the MFA at Glasgow School of Art in 2005, and
completed his PhD at University of Lincoln 2016. Ling is also Senior Lecturer in Fine Art at Sheffield Hallam
University.

Image credit: Towards Memorial exhibition by Yuen
Fong Ling, part of Platform 2019, Persistence Works,

Help and Advice
Domestic abuse can happen to anyone, including people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. It’s
important to remember that a person’s current or ex-partner as well as a person’s family member(s) can be
perpetrators of abuse. As well as this, domestic abuse is not always physical, and can include financial,
emotional/psychological and sexual abuse, as well as coercive and controlling behaviour.
Research suggests that people who identify as LGBTQ+ may be at higher risk of experiencing domestic
abuse but face additional barriers to accessing support which in turn can lead to further issues around
mental health, substance misuse and self-harm. We would encourage anyone from the LGBTQ+ community
who may be experiencing domestic abuse to reach out for support through a specialist service, and we
would like to provide reassurance that these services are still operating during Covid-19 lockdown.
For further information please make contact with the LGBT Foundation on 0345 330 3030 or head to
https://lgbt.foundation/domesticabuse to make a referral for support within Greater Manchester.
Alternatively, you can contact GALOP’s National LGBTQ+ Domestic Abuse Helpline on 0800 999 5428 10am
to 5pm Monday to Friday (Wednesday and Thursday until 8pm) or email advice@galop.org.uk for advice
and support.

Bury LGBTQI Forum
On the 6 September 2019, Bury LGBTQI was established and the photo below was taken of the group at the
time. The group continues to go from strength to strength with the support of Carl Behan-Austin, included in
the photo.
Carl is the LGBTQI advisor to the Greater Manchester Mayor, Andy Burnham. As part of his role, he has got
all 10 Prides in the Greater Manchester area together to share successes, resources and bids. David
Catterall, the lead person for planning and organising Bury Pride, and Nikki Naylor are Co-Chairs of Bury
LGBTQI Forum and sit on this planning group.
The group was awarded money from Alan Slater and the Council’s Community Safety Team in February
2020 to organise a Hate Crime Awareness Event at Radcliffe Market with over 20 statutory and third sector
organisations. Another successful bid of £10,000 was won in March 2020 from the National Lottery to
research the social value of Bury Pride, which is now voted the best in Greater Manchester. In December
2020, the LGBTQI Forum received £15,000 from Bury CVFA Together Trust, to fund a Development Worker.
The group has been successful in tackling concerns both locally and internationally. The Chairs took a
concern over a series of hate crimes experienced by one of their tenants to a housing provider. They agreed
to amend their policies and received training from Bury LGBTQI Forum to make their teams more LGBTQI
friendly. As members of the Independent Advisory Group for Bury Police, the Co-Chairs raised a complaint
from a trans female to ensure she was dealt with appropriately.
The LGBTQI Forum has even raised concerns in a letter to Dominic Raab, the British Secretary of State for
Foreign affairs, over the inhumane treatment of the LGBT+ community in Chetchnya. In December 2020,
the UK government ordered sanctions on three top officials linked to the ‘gay purch’ in Chechyna.
There are now over 80 members on the Facebook page, and the group’s monthly zoom meetings are
growing in diversity and numbers. If you live in the Bury area and would like to be included in the group,
please contact David Catterall or Nikki Naylor on burylgbtforum@outlook.com.

Bury Adult Learning Service continues to educate
and challenge homophobia, biphobia and
transphobia

